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San Francisco Bay Area 

Federal Executive Board 

August 11, 2016 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

Call to Order 

John Kramar, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.   

Attendees  

Last Name First name Agency 

 

Amanda On Phone 

Abbott Cynthia HUD 

Armada Ray DOL OIG 

Brawley Randy FEMA 

Cabeca John USPTO 

Castaneda Gail FEB 

Connolly Mick EEOC 

Johnson David State 

Kramar John USCIS DHS 

Moss June VA 

Russell Sara FEB 

Shapiro Ken HHS 

Strayhorn Lorraine EEOC 

Thomas Janie DOL 

Trefault Robert OPM 

Tyler David STATE 
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Introductions and Welcome 
John Kramar, Chair, welcomed everyone and asked to go around the room for introductions.  

 
Review/Approval of June and July Board Meeting Minutes 

John Kramar called for a review of the June and July meeting minutes, and a motion to accept.  
David Tyler, US Passport Agency State, made the motion, seconded by Robert Trefault, OPM. 
The Board accepted the minutes as prepared 

Highlights from the FEB Chair and Executive Directors meeting in DC -Aug. 2-3, 2016 
John Kramar, FEB Chair and Sara Russell attended the FEB Executive Director meeting in 
Washington DC. Below are some of the highlights from the meeting. 

1. Presentation on upcoming presidential transition.  SFFEB will host a meeting for Agency 
Directors to discuss how agencies and leaders plan to manage the transition and get an 
update from the Partnership for Public Service. 

2. Cyber Security National Action Plan 
a. Cybersecurity National Security Council and OPM Cyber and Information 

Technology Advisor: www.cybercareers.gov 
b. Megan Smith, Chief Technology Officer, White House: 

https://www.challenge.gov/list/ 
i. Presidential Innovation Fellows can come to you too: 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/InnovationFellows 
ii. www.meetup.com – great way to connect with tech world, pitch 

projects, look for interns to do stuff for you 
3. The White House Domestic Policy Council’s Community Solutions 
4. White House Domestic Policy Council’s – Task Force for New Americans 

a. https://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/immigration/new-americans 
5. SFFEB is a partner with HUD’s Promise Zone in Sacramento 
6. Coming in September, FEMA’s America’s PreparAthon 

a. https://community.fema.gov/ 
b. Text “prepare” to 43362 for FEMA texts 
c. https://www.fema.gov/mobile-app 
d. https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan 
e. http://www.shakeout.org/california/ 

Sara Russell, Director, SFFEB Updates and Finances 
July finance report will be provided at the September board meeting. 

 
Partnership for Public Service 

 
Presidential Transition: http://presidentialtransition.org/ 
Five Minute ABC This Week overview on Presidential Transition 
A presidential transition is a time of change for the country—but 
nowhere is that change more acutely felt than in the federal 
government itself. With a new wave political appointees coming in, 
career civil servants will face many uncertainties about the future of 

their agencies. This added employee stress has the potential to severely affect employee 
engagement and government effectiveness during the transition process. 

https://www.sffeb.us/hot-topics/presidential-transition-resources/#.V8YeglsrJD9
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/02/09/fact-sheet-cybersecurity-national-action-plan
http://www.cybercareers.gov/
https://www.challenge.gov/list/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/InnovationFellows
http://www.meetup.com/
https://communitysolutions.sites.usa.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/immigration/new-americans
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/documents/huddoc?id=PromiseZoneCA.pdf
https://community.fema.gov/
https://community.fema.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/mobile-app
https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
http://presidentialtransition.org/
http://abcnews.go.com/ThisWeek/video/preparing-presidential-transition-41181714
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Federal Government Best Places to Work: 
http://bestplacestowork.org/BPTW/index.php 
To reduce anxiety and prevent false information from 
spreading, managers must find ways to creatively and 
proactively communicate with employees. Read the 
Partnership for Public Service and Deloitte’s latest Best 

Places to Work in the Federal Government® analysis to learn more about the essentials of 
communicating with federal employees during a presidential transition. 

 
Communicator NXT  

Purpose of Communicator NXT: This emergency notification system “CommunicatorNXT” is 
administered by OPM-FEB Office of Operations, and is the main POC for all things related to 
emergency preparation.  
 
Discuss how to Updates and Testing Procedures: Sara showed a demonstration on how 
Communicator NXT works either by phone or text messaging.  FEB plans on sending out a list of 
contacts in your agency and ask for updates.  
 

Workforce Development  

PMC Rotational Program for 2017 applications will be sent out in the fall (GS 13-15). 
Discussed the need for a Senior Executive Champion and Agency Enrollment in Program.  This is 
a 6 month program for GS 13-15.  A person from your staff goes to another agency.  Someone 
from their agency will go to your agency for 6 months. This is a great opportunity for GS 13, 14 
or 15’s.  Randy Brawley from FEMA expressed interest.  
 

Leadership Development Program (LDP):  Update on LDP for 2017. Applications will go out in 
the fall, selections will be made in December and class will start January. This is a one year 
program and the FEB plans to contract out for someone to lead the program.  
 
The Leadership Development Program (LDP) strives to enhance the leadership skills of Bay Area 
federal employees in the GS-9 to GS-13 range, as well as provide networking opportunities and 
connections with leaders of federal agencies throughout the area. Participants will attend 
quarterly 2-day meetings with speakers, curriculum, and projects that benefit the federal 
community, while developing essential leadership competencies, by collaborating with other 
agencies to grow as individual leaders and to help diversify the skill sets and knowledge of their 
home agencies.  

 
HR University: www.hru.gov 
 
 
 
 

http://bestplacestowork.org/BPTW/index.php
http://pps.convio.net/site/R?i=f0rsgpnqG_7Jt8ekzKPyaQ
http://pps.convio.net/site/R?i=f0rsgpnqG_7Jt8ekzKPyaQ
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/training-and-development/leadership-development/#url=PMC-Interagency-Rotation-Prgm
http://www.hru.gov/
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Intergovernmental Relations  
Interagency Tribal Workgroup 
Overview of new project on Federal Grants Capacity Building for Tribes.  Please send staff names 
to Sara.   

 
Stand Up FEB SES Council 

The FEB would like to form a SES Council.  John Kramar volunteered to Co-Chair.  If you are 
interested in becoming the SES Council Chair, contact John Kramar or Sara Russell.   Initial focus 
will be on Presidential Transition and SES Program Improvements  
www.opm.gov/ses 
www.performance.gov 

 
 
Announcements:  

1. Randy Brawley, FEMA announced September is Emergency Preparedness Month. If you 
want to plan something Randy is willing to help. Randy.brawley@fema.dhs.gov  FEMA 
has a great website www.fema.gov which includes an excellent Ready link.  

2. CFC is ready to kick-off and be sure to assign a coordinator within your agency. 
3. San Francisco Passport Day In observation of the 3rd National Passport Awareness 

Month, the San Francisco Passport Agency is holding a local passport day event. It will 
be held at Philip Burton Federal building, 450 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco. 
Saturday, September 17th from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm.  

 

Adjourn:  10:45 a.m.  

 

https://www.sffeb.us/programs/intergovernmental-tribal-workgroup/#.V8Yj5VsrJD8
http://www.opm.gov/ses
http://www.performance.gov/
mailto:Randy.brawley@fema.dhs.gov
http://www.fema.gov/
https://www.sffeb.us/events/passport-day-in-san-francisco/#.V8YkVlsrJD9

